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(8) Damage stability data (can be 
maintained separately, providing the 
VRP identifies the specific location); 

(9) Location of cargo and fuel stow-
age plan for vessel; and 

(10) Location of information on the 
name, description, physical and chem-
ical characteristics, health and safety 
hazards, and spill and firefighting pro-
cedures for the fuel and cargo oil on-
board the vessel. A material safety 
data sheet meeting the requirements of 
29 CFR 1910.1200, cargo information re-
quired by 33 CFR 154.310, or equivalent, 
will meet this requirement. This infor-
mation can be maintained separately. 

(k) Required appendices for MARPOL 
73/78 Annex I, Regulation 37, Shipboard 
Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (SOPEP) 
information. U.S.-flag vessels not cer-
tificated for coastwise or oceans oper-
ating routes and foreign-flag vessels 
that are in compliance with Regulation 
37 of MARPOL 73/78 Annex I are not re-
quired to comply with this paragraph. 
A vessel owner or operator of a U.S.- 
flag vessel constructed or certificated 
for coastwise or oceans operating 
routes, but that does not engage in 
international voyages, may request to 
be exempted from compliance with this 
paragraph through submission of a cer-
tified statement, attesting same, to 
Commandant (CG–CVC), Office of Com-
mercial Vessel Compliance, which 
must accompany the new nontank ves-
sel response submission or resubmis-
sion. U.S.-flag vessels that must com-
ply with this paragraph must label the 
cover of their VRP as a MARPOL 73/78 
Annex I, Regulation 37 Shipboard Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (SOPEP) 
and Coast Guard Nontank Vessel Re-
sponse Plan. The following information 
must be submitted consistent with 
Regulation 37 of MARPOL 73/78 Annex I 
as set forth in 33 CFR 151.26— 

(1) The introductory text required by 
33 CFR 151.26(b)(1); 

(2) The preamble statement regarding 
the purpose of the plans and how the 
plan relates to other shore-related 
plans as required by 33 CFR 151.26(b)(2); 

(3) The information on authorities or 
persons to be contacted in the event of 
an oil pollution incident as required 33 
CFR 151.26(b)(3)(iii). This information 
must also clearly specify who will be 
responsible for informing the necessary 

parties from the coastal State con-
tacts, the port contacts, and the ship 
interest contacts. This information 
must include— 

(i) An appendix containing coastal 
State contacts for those coastal States 
in which the vessel regularly transits 
the exclusive economic zone. The ap-
pendix should list those agencies or of-
ficials of administrations responsible 
for receiving and processing pollution 
incident reports; 

(ii) An appendix of port contacts for 
those ports at which the vessel regu-
larly calls; and 

(iii) For Antarctica, reports must 
also be directed to any Antarctic sta-
tion that may be affected in accord-
ance with 33 CFR 151.26(b)(3)(iii)(C); 

(4) Include the procedures and point 
of contact on the ship for coordinating 
shipboard activities with national and 
local authorities in combating an oil 
spill incident in accordance with 33 
CFR 151.26(b)(5). The plan should ad-
dress the need to contact the coastal 
State to advise them of action(s) being 
implemented and determine what au-
thorization(s), if any, are needed; and 

(5) Required information lists in sep-
arate appendices per 33 CFR 
151.26(b)(6)(ii). 

§ 155.5050 Response plan development 
and evaluation criteria for nontank 
vessels carrying groups I through 
IV petroleum oil. 

(a) Criteria for evaluating operability of 
response resources. The criteria used to 
evaluate the operability of response re-
sources identified in a vessel response 
plan (VRP) for specified operating en-
vironments must be in accordance with 
33 CFR 155.1050(a). 

(b) Operating environment reclassifica-
tion of specific bodies of water. Captain 
of the Port (COTP) reclassification of a 
specific body of water or location with-
in the COTP zone must be in accord-
ance with 33 CFR 155.1050(b). 

(c) Criteria for response equipment. Re-
sponse equipment must— 

(1) Meet or exceed the criteria listed 
in Table 1 of appendix B of this part; 

(2) Be capable of functioning in the 
applicable operating environment; and 

(3) Be appropriate for the amount of 
oil capable of being carried. 

(d) Average most probable discharge. (1) 
The owner or operator of a nontank 
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vessel that carries groups I through IV 
petroleum oil as cargo must identify in 
the VRP and ensure the availability of, 
through contract or other approved 
means, the response resources that will 
respond to a discharge up to the ves-
sel’s average most probable discharge 
(AMPD). Nontank vessels that carry 
oil as cargo must meet the require-
ments for AMPD coverage, as applica-
ble, per 33 CFR 155.1050(d). 

(2) Nontank vessels that only carry 
groups I through IV petroleum oil as 
fuel do not have to ensure the avail-
ability of AMPD resources by contract 
or other approved means, but must 
plan for and identify response re-
sources required in § 155.1050(d)(1) and 
list this information in the applicable 
geographic-specific appendix for bun-
kering or fueling operations. Permis-
sion or acknowledgement from the list-
ed resource providers is not required. 

(e) Maximum most probable discharge. 
(1) The owner or operator of a nontank 
vessel with a capacity of 250 barrels or 
greater carrying groups I through IV 
petroleum oil as fuel or cargo must 
identify in the VRP and ensure the 
availability of, through contract or 
other approved means, the response re-
sources necessary to respond to a dis-
charge up to the vessel’s maximum 
most probable discharge (MMPD) vol-
ume. For the purposes of meeting the 
requirements of this paragraph, vessel 
owners or operators must meet 33 CFR 
155.1050(e). 

(2) The owner or operator of a 
nontank vessel with a capacity less 
than 250 barrels must plan for and iden-
tify MMPD response resources in the 
VRP but do not have to ensure these 
resources are available by contract. 
Submission of a written consent for 
plan listing from the recognized re-
sponse resource provider must accom-
pany the VRP for approval or revision. 
This is considered an acceptable ‘‘other 
approved means.’’ See 33 CFR 155.5020, 
paragraph (5) of the definition of ‘‘Con-
tract or other approved means.’’ 

(f) Worst case discharge. The owner or 
operator of a nontank vessel with a ca-
pacity of 2,500 barrels or greater car-
rying groups I through IV petroleum 
oil as fuel or cargo must identify in the 
VRP and ensure the availability of, 
through contract or other approved 

means, the response resources nec-
essary to respond to discharges up to 
the worst case discharge (WCD) volume 
of the oil to the maximum extent prac-
ticable. For the purposes of meeting 
the requirements of this paragraph, 
vessel owners or operators must meet 
33 CFR 155.1050(f). Nontank vessels 
need only plan for Tier 1 response re-
sources. 

(g) Tier 1 response times. Response 
equipment identified to respond to a 
WCD should be capable of arriving on 
scene within the times specified in this 
paragraph for the applicable response 
in a higher volume port area, Great 
Lakes, or in other areas. Table 
155.5050(g) details response times for 
this tier, from the time of discovery of 
a discharge. 

TABLE 155.5050(g)—RESPONSE TIMES FOR 
TIER 1 

Tier 1 

Higher volume port area ......................... 12 hrs. 
Great Lakes ............................................ 18 hrs. 
All other operating environments, includ-

ing rivers and canals, inland, near-
shore, offshore, and open ocean 
areas.

24 hrs. 

(h) Planning standards for the mobiliza-
tion and response times for required 
MMPD and WCD response resources. For 
the purposes of arranging for MMPD or 
WCD response resources through con-
tract or other approved means, re-
sponse equipment identified for plan 
credit should be capable of being mobi-
lized and en route to the scene of a dis-
charge within 2 hours of notification. 
The notification procedures identified 
in the VRP should provide for notifica-
tion and authorization for mobilization 
of response resources— 

(1) Either directly or through the 
qualified individual; and 

(2) Within 30 minutes of a discovery 
of a discharge or substantial threat of 
discharge. 

(i) Salvage, emergency lightering, and 
marine firefighting requirements. The 
owner or operator of a nontank vessel 
carrying groups I through IV petro-
leum oil as fuel or cargo must plan for 
salvage, emergency lightering, and ma-
rine firefighting response resources, as 
applicable. 
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(1) Nontank vessels with a capacity 
of 2,500 barrels or greater must meet 
the salvage, emergency lightering, and 
marine firefighting requirements found 
in subpart I of this part. 

(2) Nontank vessels with a capacity 
less than 2,500 barrels, but greater than 
or equal to 250 barrels, need to plan for 
and identify salvage, emergency 
lightering, and marine firefighting re-
sponse resources found in subpart I in 
the VRP but do not have to ensure 
these resources are available by con-
tract. Submission of a written consent 
for plan listing from the recognized re-
sponse resource provider must accom-
pany the VRP for approval or revision. 
This is considered an acceptable ‘‘other 
approved means.’’ See 33 CFR 155.5020, 
paragraph (5) of the definition of ‘‘Con-
tract or other approved means.’’ 

(3) Nontank vessels with a capacity 
less than 250 barrels need to plan for 
and identify salvage response resources 
found in subpart I in the VRP but do 
not have to ensure these resources are 
available by contract. Submission of a 
written consent for plan listing from 
the recognized response resource pro-
vider must accompany the VRP for ap-
proval or revision. This is considered 
an acceptable ‘‘other approved means.’’ 
See 33 CFR 155.5020, paragraph (5) of 
the definition of ‘‘Contract or other ap-
proved means.’’ 

(j) Dispersants. (1) The owner or oper-
ator of a nontank vessel carrying 
groups II through IV petroleum oil as 
fuel or cargo with a capacity of 2,500 
barrels or greater that operates in any 
area pre-authorized for dispersant use 
must identify in their VRP, and ensure 
the availability of, through contract or 
other approved means, response re-
sources capable of conducting dispers-
ant operations within those areas. Ves-
sel owners or operators must meet 33 
CFR 155.1050(k). These nontank vessels 
must meet Tier 1 for dispersant effec-
tive daily application capability. 

(2) The owner or operator of a 
nontank vessel with a capacity less 
than 2,500 barrels, but greater than or 
equal to 250 barrels, needs to plan for 
and identify dispersant response re-
sources in the VRP but do not have to 
ensure these resources are available by 
contract. Submission of a written con-
sent for plan listing from the recog-

nized response resource provider must 
accompany the VRP for approval or re-
vision. This is considered an acceptable 
‘‘other approved means.’’ See 33 CFR 
155.5020, paragraph (5) of the definition 
of ‘‘Contract or other approved 
means.’’ 

(k) Aerial oil spill tracking and observa-
tion response resources. (1) The owner or 
operator of a nontank vessel carrying 
groups I through IV petroleum oil as 
fuel or cargo with a capacity of— 

(i) 2,500 barrels or greater must iden-
tify in the VRP, and ensure avail-
ability of, through contract or other 
approved means, the response resources 
necessary to provide aerial oil spill 
tracking to support oil spill assessment 
and cleanup activities. Vessel owners 
or operators of these vessels must meet 
33 CFR 155.1050(l). 

(ii) Less than 2,500 barrels, but great-
er than 250 barrels, need to plan for and 
identify aerial oil tracking response re-
sources in the VRP but do not have to 
ensure these resources are available by 
contract. Submission of a written con-
sent for plan listing from the recog-
nized response resource provider must 
accompany the VRP for approval or re-
vision. This is considered an acceptable 
‘‘other approved means.’’ See 33 CFR 
155.5020, ‘‘Contract or other approved 
means’’, paragraph (5). 

(2) Nontank vessels operating exclu-
sively on the inland areas of the United 
States are not required to comply with 
paragraph (k) of this section. 

(l) Response resources necessary to per-
form shoreline protection operations. The 
owner or operator of a nontank vessel 
carrying groups I through IV petro-
leum oil as fuel or cargo with a capac-
ity of 250 barrels or greater must iden-
tify in the VRP, and ensure the avail-
ability of, through contract or other 
approved means, the response resources 
necessary to perform shoreline protec-
tion operations. The response resources 
must include the quantities of boom 
listed in Table 2 of appendix B of this 
part, based upon the specific COTP 
zones in which the vessel operates. 

(m) Shoreline cleanup operations. The 
owner or operator of a nontank vessel 
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carrying groups I through IV petro-
leum oil as fuel or cargo with a capac-
ity of 250 barrels or greater must iden-
tify in the VRP, and ensure the avail-
ability of, through contract or other 
approved means, an oil spill removal 
organization capable of effecting a 
shoreline cleanup operation commen-
surate with the quantity of emulsified 
petroleum oil to be planned for in 
shoreline cleanup operations. The 
shoreline cleanup resources required 
must be determined as described in ap-
pendix B of this part. 

(n) Practical and technical limits of re-
sponse capabilities. Appendix B of this 
part sets out response capability capac-
ities (caps) that recognize the practical 
and technical limits of response capa-
bilities for which an individual vessel 
owner or operator can contract in ad-
vance. Table 6 in appendix B lists the 
contracting caps that are applicable. 
The owner or operator of a nontank 
vessel carrying groups I through IV pe-
troleum oil as fuel or cargo, with a ca-
pacity of 2,500 barrels or greater, whose 
required daily recovery capacity ex-
ceeds the applicable contracting caps 
in Table 6, must identify commercial 
sources of additional equipment equal 
to twice the cap listed for each tier or 
the amount necessary to reach the cal-
culated planning volume, whichever is 
lower, to the extent that this equip-
ment is available. The equipment so 
identified must be capable of arriving 
on scene no later than the applicable 
tier response times contained in 
§ 155.5050(g) or as quickly as the nearest 
available resource permits. A VRP 

must identify the specific sources, lo-
cations, and quantities of this addi-
tional equipment. No contract is re-
quired. 

(o) Review of response capability limits. 
The Coast Guard will continue to 
evaluate the environmental benefits, 
cost efficiency, and practicality of in-
creasing mechanical recovery capa-
bility requirements. This continuing 
evaluation is part of the Coast Guard’s 
long term commitment to achieving 
and maintaining an optimum mix of oil 
spill response capability across the full 
spectrum of response modes. As best 
available technology demonstrates a 
need to evaluate or change mechanical 
recovery capacities, a review of cap in-
creases and other requirements con-
tained within this subpart may be per-
formed. Any changes in the require-
ments of this section will occur 
through a rulemaking process. During 
this review, the Coast Guard will deter-
mine if established caps remain prac-
ticable and if increased caps will pro-
vide any benefit to oil spill recovery 
operations. The review will include, at 
least, an evaluation of— 

(1) Best available technologies for 
containment and recovery; 

(2) Oil spill tracking technology; 
(3) High rate response techniques; 
(4) Other applicable response tech-

nologies; and 
(5) Increases in the availability of 

private response resources. 
(p) Nontank vessel response plan re-

quired response resources matrix. Table 
155.5050(p) summarizes the VRP re-
quired response resources. 
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